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Barrow CE School MFL (French) Statement of Intent

Our intent is to develop a passion for language learning and cultural awareness, building a strong foundation in French vocabulary, pronunciation, and
grammar. By using Twinkl’s Lightning Languages resources, we aim to create a supportive, engaging, and progressive curriculum tailored to mixed-age
groups. Pupils will develop the confidence to communicate in French through listening, speaking, reading, and writing activities.

We aim to:
e Foster curiosity about languages and other cultures.
e Provide a progression of key linguistic skills suitable for mixed-age learners.
e Equip students with language-learning strategies that prepare them for future education, travel opportunities

e Develop their understanding and appreciation of different cultures to become lifelong language learners and true global citizens.

Barrow CE School MFL (French) implementation

The Twinkl Lightning Languages resources are used to ensure structured progression across key language skills: listening, speaking, reading, and writing.
Teaching Strategies

1. Mixed-Age Class Grouping:

o Years 3-4 focus on introducing and embedding foundational vocabulary, simple sentence construction, and pronunciation.



o Years 5-6 build on foundational skills, introducing more complex grammar, extended writing, and conversational fluency.
o Collaborative learning opportunities across ages are leveraged, where older pupils mentor younger peers during shared tasks.
2. Lesson Structure:
o Listening & Speaking (Core Skills): Lessons begin with audio-based vocabulary and short phrases, incorporating repetition and role-play.

o Reading & Writing (Extended Skills): Resources are differentiated to include activities like matching words to pictures for Years 3-4 and
sentence-building or short story writing for Years 5-6.

o Games & Songs: Reinforce vocabulary and improve retention.

o Cultural Connections: Explore Francophone countries to develop intercultural understanding.
3. Weekly Plans by Year Group

o Years 3-4: Introduction to greetings, numbers, colours, family, and school vocabulary.

o Years 5-6: Revisiting key topics with added grammar (e.g., verb conjugation), creating extended sentences, and practicing dialogues.
4. Assessment Methods:

o Formative assessment through games, quizzes, and verbal recall.

o Summative assessment tasks aligned with Twinkl Lightning Languages objectives, e.g., writing a letter, creating a dialogue, or completing a
comprehension task.

Barrow CE School MFL (French) Impact

Pupils will leave Barrow CE Primary school with:

e A strong foundation in basic French vocabulary and grammar.



e The ability to hold simple conversations, read basic texts, and write short passages in French.

e An appreciation for Francophone cultures and the confidence to learn additional languages.
Evidence of impact includes:

e High engagement and participation during lessons.

e Pupils demonstrating progression in their skills through differentiated tasks.

e Confidence and enthusiasm in using French during paired activities or performances.

Progression Map

Recognize key sounds, words, and simple phrases. Understand longer sentences and follow simple instructions.

Use simple words and phrases (e.g., greetings, counting). Create and perform dialogues using correct pronunciation.

Match written words to visuals, read aloud simple sentences. ||Read and comprehend short passages and identify key details.

Copy and write single words or short phrases. Write longer sentences and short paragraphs, using prompts.

Introduction to gendered nouns and basic sentence structure.||Apply verb conjugations and adjective agreement in sentences.

This progression map ensures an effective balance between repetition and challenge, enabling pupils to achieve their full potential in language learning.

e Due to the introduction of a new scheme of learning, Willow Class (Yrs 5-6) will follow Year 3-4 section of progression map during 2024-25
academic Year.



Sparks (non-compuisory)

Sparks units are designed to introduce French or Spanish
to younger leamers in an Interactive and engaging
way. They can be delivered in key stage 1 (or earlier)
as preparation for meeting the key stage 2 national

curriculum or they can be used for a lunchtime or after-

school club. There is a focus on speaking and listening
gkilis through repetition, games and songs.

Lift Off units in French and Spanish can be used flexibly

throughout year 3 and year 4. The core PowerPoints
cover the 12 national curriculum expectations and the
additional ‘bolt-on’ resources in each unit allow for
further skill development. Topic-based units of work
are designed to be used in any order so that they can fit
easily where links can be made to other subjects within
the primary curnculum and guidance is given on how
to do this. Within each unit, the intention is for puplls to
learn and retain, through recap and repetition, a set of
core vocabulary words and key sentence structures.

In Orbit units in French and Spanish can be used flexibly
throughout year 5 and year 6. The core PowerPoints in
each topic-based unit cover the 12 national curriculum
expectations with an increased focus on grammar and
the additional ‘bolt-on’ resources in each unit allow for
further skill development. Units of work cover a broad
range of relevant and engaging topics and can be used
in consecutive order but are also designed to be used
flexibly. This flexibility is a core skill in language learning
and will allow children to demonstrate that they can apply
their knowledge and skills in a range of different contexts
and prepare them for transition to key stage 3.




Lightning Languages will provide children with a wide range of skills-based opportunities to meet the national curriculum espectations in French or Spanish (reeding, writing,

speaking listening) as well as show progression in the three plllars of language learming and develop cultwal capital across the units. &s Lightning Languages ks a flexible and
rodular scheme, the follewing ket iz indicative and not exhasstive

Languages programmes
of study: key stage 2

Fupilz should be taught ta:

p reed carefully and show
understanding of wards,
phrases and simple
writing;

k appreciaie siories, songs,
poermns and rhymes inthe
language:

b broaden their vocabulary
and develop their ability
to understand new words
that are introduced into
farniliar written matarial,

including throuwgh using a
dictionany.

Recognise and wnderstand somse famillar
written words.

Recognise a familiar guestion and give &
gdrniple response.

Match pletures to familiar words.

Follew & simple siony, song, rhyme or poem
in French/Spandsh and join in 1o show
understanding.

Begin o use simple visual akds e.q.
flashcards and word mats.

Fead and understand familiar written
words, phrases and short texis.

Understand same of the maln points from a
reading text.

Be able to guess the meaning of & new word
i & text.

Fallowr along with a short text while
liztening and resding at the same time.

Dermanatrate understanding of words and
phrases containing familiar language in
simple texts and stonies.

Answer simple guestions about what they
hawe read.

Fead simple texts and stonies on their own
and with others.

Understand some words or phrases in a
shory of poem.

Understand the glst of a story containing
farniliar language.

Begin to use reference tools and visual aids
to swpport understanding of simple texts.

Read and understand farmiliar written
wiords, phrages and short texts inawider
range of contexts.

Understand the main points and key detalls
of atext.

Use context clues o work out the meaning
of & new word inoa text.

Confidently follow along with a short text
while liztening and reading &t the same
timne.

Dermonsirate understanding of words and
phrases containing & mix of familisr and

unfamlliar language in simple texis and
atories.

Answer & range of guestions about what
they have read.

Resd a variety of short simple texis in
differant formats and in different contexts
o their owmn and with others.

Understand some words or phrases ina
giory or poem and be able to use contest
clues to help with unfamiliar language.

Understand the gi=t of a story containing a
mix of familiar and unfamiliar language.

Use reference tools and visual alds to
support understanding of simple texts.




Languages programmes
of study: key stage 2

Pupils should be tawght ta:

b write phrases from
rmemory, and adapt these
i0 create new sentences,
o express kdeas clearly;

b describe people, places,
things and actions orally
and lin wiriting.

* Baginto use simple visual alds e.g.
flashcards and word mats to support
writing.

= With support, experiment with writing some
familiar simple words in French/Spanizh.

Write zome familiar simple words using a
rmodel and some from mermory.

Write & short text using & model.

Write a few simple sentences from
ITIEMaTY.

Uz reference fools to help bulld santences
frorn farmiliar lamngueage.

Write a few sentences about themsehes
uzing increasingly accurate language.

Uze a mndel o wiite some information
about someone or something else.

Uze gantence-building tools to construct
new sentences using familiar language.

Uz simiple adjectives inwriting.

Start to use simple conjunctions like ‘and’
and ‘bt to make longer sentances.

Express simple ideas through substituting
words.

Adapt simple words and phrages to bulld
new sentences.

Complete a simple gapped text by adding
some familiar words.

Write simple sentences and short texis
using amadel.

Wirite & few sentences from memaory, using
knowledge of words, text and structure.

Usze reference tools to help bulld sentences
from familiar and unfamiliar languags.

Look up new words using & dictionany or
reference tool to use them in thelr writing.

Wirite & few sentences about themeelwes
and others using increasingly accurate
language and fluancy.

Use a model or sentence-building tool to

wirite more detailed information about
gomeons or something elze.

Use sentence-building toeols to construct
new sentences using conjunctions and a
mix of familiar and unfamiliar lenguage.

Use more adiectives inwriting to describe

people, places and things.

Use conjunctions like ‘and’, ot and
‘because with incressed frequency 1o make
longer senfenoes.

Express kdeas through substituting words
and phrasas.

Adapt words and phrases to bulld new
sentences.

Complete a gapped taxt.




Languages programmes
of study: key stage 2

Fupils should be tawght ta:

p engege in conversations;

ask and answear
questions; express

b s respsond
to those of others; seek

clarification and help;
p =peskinzentences,

uzing familiar wocabularny,

phrases and basic
language strectures;

b develop eccurate

pronunciation and
infonation aothat athers
understand when thay
are reading aloud or
uzing farmiliar words and

phrases;

b present idess and
inforrnation orally to a
range of audiences.

Repeat modelled words and simple
phrages.

Jioin in to accompany farmiliar songs and
stonies,

Recognize & familiar guestion and give a
gimiple response.
Marne some key words and simple phrases.

Communicate with others using simple
words and phrases.

Repeat modelled words and sentences.

Pronounce familiar words and phrases
correcly.

A=k and answer & guestion an a farmiliar
tapic.

Take part in a short conversation using
farniliar language.

Give some details about themsalves in
French/Spanish.

ZSay some information about someone or
something else.

Express an opinion.

Present information to & partner or a small
graup.

Speak in zimple sentences that can be
understood by others.

Talk about daily routines in the clagsroom.

Express simple ideas through substituting
words.

Zeak help and clarification.

Communicate with others using a wider
range of words and phrases.

Repeat words and sentences in Frenchy
Spantsh and be able ta model to others.
Pronounce famillar and unfamiliar words
wilth increasing accuracy.

Ask and answer arange of simplhe
questions.

Initiate and sustain a short conersation.
Emjoy the challenge of using wnfamiliar
language.

Express a wider range of opindons.

Ghve more detailed information abows
themealves,

Express mare detailed informetion about
someons of something else.

Uze simple conjunctions to builld mone
complex sentences.

Deliver a brief presentation on a familiar
topic to a pariner or mell growp using
familiar language and phrases.

Epesk in sentences that can be understood

by others with increasing accuracy and
confidence.

Give more detailed Information about daily
routines in the classraom.

U=e familiar language spontaneoushy to
geek clarification and help.




Languages programmes
of study: key stage 2

Pupils should be taught to:
b lizien afientively to

epoken lamgueage nd
showi understanding by

joining in and responding;

b explore the pattemns
and sounds of language
through songs and
rhiyrnies and link the
spelling, sound and
rmieaning of words;

b appreciate stores, sondgs,
poems and rhymes inthe

language.

Listen sctively to words and phrases in
French/Spanish throwgh play, classroom

language, sondgs, siories, poems, games
and riyymes.

Begin fo notice similanities and differences
between some words in French/Spanish
and English.

Respond to simple instructions which are
accompanied by visual clues.

Jiin in with actions to accomipany familiar
s0mgs, stores and words.

Listen and repeat modelled words and

simple phrases.

Recognise and understand some wonds
and very simple phrases when someone s
speaking in French/Spanish.

Show some understanding of familiar
words and phrazes,

Listening

# |i=ten and repeat modelled words and

phrases.

Recognize and understand familiar words

and phrases when someone is speaking in
French/Spanish.

Understand some of the main points when
someone |s speaking in FrenchySpanish.
Angwer simple questions about what
someone has sabd.

Listen for specific words, phrages o
sounds.

Lizten and respond to short, predictable
COnVersations.

Listen t0 8 story, Sond, poenn of rhyrme aind
follow the text.

Join in with a song, poem or rhyme.

Dermonsatrate understanding of words and
phrazes containing familiar language in
sirmple listening tasks.

Understand some words or phrases in a
SLOrY OF POoem.

Understand the gist of a story containing
farmiliar language.

» Respond to instructions in Frenchy/Spanish.

Ligten attentively and repeat more comples
wiords and phrases.

Recognise and understand a mix of familiar
and unfamillar words when someone s

speaking in French/Spanish.

Understand the main points and simple

opindons when someone is speaking in
French/Spanish.

Answer a range of guestions about what
geHmiens hag said.

Understand longer and more cormplex
phrases or sentences.

Listen and respond to short conversations.

Listen to a story, song, poem or rhyme and
confidently follow the text.

Confidently join in with a song, poem or
rhyme.

Dermonsirate understanding of wornds and

phrases containing & mix of familiar and
unfamiliar language in various listening
tasks.

Understand words and phrases in a story or
poem.

Understand the gist of a story containing
a mix of familiar and some unfamiliar

language.




Languages programmes
of study: key stage 2

Pupils should be tamght ta:

b explorethe pattems
and sounds of language
through songs and
rhyrmes and link the
gpelling, sound and
rresning of words;

p develop accurate
pronunciation and

intonation sothat others

understand when they
are reading aboud o

uzing familisr words and

phrases.

* Listen actively to sounds In French/Spanish
through play, classroom languesge, songs,
gtories, poems, games and rhymes.

* Heginfo notice similarities and differences
between sound patterns in FrenchSpanizh
and English.

* Repaat modelled words and sounds in
French/Spanish.

Repeat modelled words and sentences in
French/Spanish.

Pronounce familiarwords and phrases
correctly.

Aftempt to pronounce new words comectly.

Recognize a range of different sownds in
French/ Spanish.

Recognise that acoents or certain spellings
can changs the pronunciation of 8 wond.

Adapt their valee to show when they are
a=king & guestion.

Be understood by the tescher or friends
when reading alouwd.

Start to become aware of comparizons and
connections in sound patterns.

Fead words, phrases and sentences aloud
with increasingly sccwrate pronunciation.

Repeat words and sentences in Frenchy
Spanish and be able to model to others.

Pronounce a mix of familiar and unfamiliar

wiords and phrases correctly and
canfidernthy.

Pronounce new words and phrases with
canfidence and increasing accuracy.

Recognize a wider range of different
sounds in French/Spanish

Recognize that eccents or 8 wider range of
spellings can change the pronunciation of
awaord.

Adapt their voice and intonation to show
wihien they are asking & question or
conveying an emaotion.

Be clearly understood by the tescher or
friend= when reading aloud.

Become morne aware of comparisons and
connections in sound pattems.

Read words, phrases and sentences aloud
wiith increasingly eccurate pronunciation,
fluency and confidenoe.




Languages programmes
of study: key stage 2

Puplls should be taught ta:

b understand besic
grarmmar appropriate
io the language beaing
stwdied, including
(where relevant]:

fernining, rmasculine and
neuter forms and the
conjugatian of high-
frequency verbs; key
fagtures and patterns

of the languages how to
apply these, for instance,
to build semtences; and
hiovw these differ from or
are similar to English.

= Beginio understand that there are some
gimilarities and differenoes batwesn

Englizh and French/Spanish e.g. word
order.

Grammar

Understand and start to use some basic
French/Spanish gramimar In context

Recognize some key fegtures and pattemns
of the language.

Understand that nouns in French/Spanish
are either masculine or feminine.

kdentify the gender of 8 noun by its
determiner.

bake anoun plural and use the correct
detenminer.

Uge asimple adjective comecthy.

Llge some commaon verbs malnly in the first
person.

Recognise and use some simple
prepositions.

bake asimple negative sentence.

Start fo uge simple conjunctions like “and’
and bt to make longer sentences.

Start to become aware of comparisons and
connections in word and sentence pattemns.

Start to use bashc grammar o build
sentences.

Understand and start to use a range of
basic French'Spanish grammmar in contest.

Know how to find out If & word = a noun,
adjective, werb, adverb, preposition or
conjunction.

Start to use bagie grammar o build
sentences.

Use adjectives in the cormect place and
understand how to make them agree.

Recognise and use a range of prepositions.

Recognise and use subject pronouns other
than in the first person.

Understand how a verb is conjugated.

U=e somie cormmon verbs inthe second or
third person.

Atternipt 1o use different tenses.

Bulld more complex sentences by including
adwerbs, intensifiers or using conjunctions.

Enow how to use reference tools to halp
check aocuracy.




Languages programmes
of study: key stage 2

Pupils should be tawght ta:
b broaden their vocabulary
and develop their ability

o understand new words
that are introduced into

farniliar written miaterial,

including throwgh using a
dictionany.

* Sfarttorecognise and use some key words
in French/Spanish.

* Beginto notice some similarities and
differences betwesn Englizh and Frenchy
Spanish words.

Vocabulary

Understand and use a range of vocabulary
about different topics.

Start to wse some different strategies to
remember new vocabulary

BAake links with Englizh to work out the
rrieamings of words.

Start 1o guess the meanings of new words.

Start to use reference tools o find out or
check the meaning of a word.

Uge different wocabulary to describe people,
places, things and actions.

Understand and use a range of vocabulary
about & wider range of topics and contexts.

Use a range of different strategies to
rerniembser new wocablary.

Make links with English or other Frenchy
Spantsh words to work out mesnings of
ey vocabulary.

Use context cluss fowork out the meanings
of new wards.

U=ze reference tools with more confidence
to find the meaning of & waord.

Use reference tools to include new
vocabulary in their speaking and writing.

Use a wider range of vocabulary to describe
people, places, things and actions.

Leaming & forelgn language
iz & liberation from insularity

and provides an opening to
other cultures. & high-guality
langueges education should
foster pupils’ curosity and
deepan thelr understanding
of the waorld.

* Understand that people use different
languages.

* Recognise and talk about some similarities
and differences batwesan English and
French/Spanish-speaking countries,

* Talk about some festivalzs and celebrations

that take place in French/Spanish-spaaking
countries.

Locate France/Spain on & map.
Mame some French/Spenish cities.

Mame some other coundries where French/Spanish iz spoken
bake some comparisons with France/Spain {or other French/Spanish-speaking countries)

and their own country.

Talk about some festivals and celebrations that take place in French/Spanish-speaking

countries.




Cubtural Capital [continued

+ Understand some culiural similarties and/or differences between their own country and
France/Spain (or other French/Spanish-speaking countries).

* Zhare simple fects about features of life in French/Spanish-speaking countries,

= Recognize that there iz & relationzhip between languages, culture and their own genge of
identity.

Wider Currbculum Links

Simple communication in & zecond language
supports the Early Leaming Gosals, such as
Communication and Language as well as
Perzonal, Social and Ermational Development.
The People, Cultwre and Cormmunities ELG i
amiply covered by the scheme, in particular the
requirernent to explain gome ‘similarities and
differences befwesen life in this couniry and
life in other countries, drawing on knowledge
from stores, non-ficion texis and - when
gpproprigte = maps’. Through the use of
gomgs, the scheme links to the ELG 'Being
Imaginative and Expressive’. The cultural
capital studies link well o knowing ‘similarities
gnd differences between different religious
and cultural communities in this country’.

There are strong links to Geography in leaming about Spanish or French-speaking countries or
their cutture, famaus landmearks and u=ing maps. There ane wnits all about weasther, towns and
transport which alzo link easily. In the study of celebrations and festivals, children will have
the opportunity to make links to their learming in BE. Counting and playing counting games, or
lzarning to tell the time in the second language heve obvious links to Maths. Learners will also
uze their knowledge of word classes, dictionary skills and grarmimar in Emglieh when |eanming
Fremch or Spanish, a=s well 8z their speaking and listening and comprehension skills. If you are
investigating & tople for the term, then the cultural capital aspects of the scheme are perfect
to link to the study of artists and their work in Art. The Colours unit links well here. Some unitz
could be easily linked to PE, for example giving instruections in French/Spanish during lessons
(The Body” unit). Some units, such as leaming about pets or parts of the body, or envirenmenital
izswes in the weather unit support aress of study in Schence. Through the vse of songs, the
scheme glao links well to some aspects of the Musie cumiculurm. b some units, such as Pets’,
children are introduced to some historical figures.




End Paints (Impact)

Through the Sparks units, children in KS1
will have learnt to say key words in Frenchy
Spanish. They will heve started to link key
words fo create short phrases and ask
gnd answer very simple questions about
themselves in FrenchySpanish.

The non-compulsory K51 Spearks onits will
allow children to arrive in K52 able o

k enjoy listening to songs, stonies, poems
and rivymes in French/Spanish;

b identify some familiar words and short
phrases;

k pronounce some familiar words;
b follow simple instructions.

Thraugh the Lift OFf unite, children in LES2 will

have built a core French/Spanish vocabulany
g0 that they can build sentences and takse part

in conversations to share information with
athers. They will have leams some key aspects

of Francophone/Hispanic culture.

The LESZ Lift Off units will allow children 1o
arrive in UKS2 able to;

k listen carefully to identify familiar words
and phrases;

k recognise and use a range of key
wocabiulary,

b join in with speaking activities with
confidence;

¢ read familiar words, phrases and short
sentences;

b write a few sentences using visual aids for
support.

Thircasgh the In Orbit units, children in WKS2
will have developed the confidence to use a
range of French/Spanish words and phrases
accurately to share informetion orally and
in writing. They will be ready to move on 1o

secondary education with & good foundation
of language learning.

The UKSZ, In Orbit wnits will allow children to
arrive in secondary school able to:

¢ apply understanding of basic gramm atical
rules;

b understand key points and some detail in
short written texts;

F uze spoken language confidently to take
part in a simple conversation;

k listen attentively to spoken French/!
Spanish for details and gist;

b wirite ashort text on a familiar topde;

b uze reference tools to help broaden
vocabulary.




